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TAGS: ORIT, SP 

SUBJECT: BASQUE MEMBER OF COUNCIL OF REALM ASSASSINATED 

1 . ACCORDING TO SPANISH NEWS AGENCY EUROPA PRESS, UNIDENTIFIED 
GUNMEN IN SAN SEBASTIAN, GUIPUZCOA, SUBMACHINEGUNNED 
COUNCIL OF THE REALM MEMBER JUAN MARIA DE ARALUCE VILLAR 
FROM A CAR ON OCTOBER 4 AND THEN FLED. ARALUCE VILLAR, 

WHO WAS ALSO PRESIDENT OF THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL OF 
GUIPUZCOA, HELD ONE OF THE TWO SEATS FOR LOCAL 
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PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE THAT SEVERAL OTHERS MAY HAVE 
BEEN KILLED OR WOUNDED, INCLUDING ARALUCE VILLAR’S 
CHAUFFEUR AND ONE POLICE ESCORT. 

2. POLICE AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT YET PLACED RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE ASSASSINATION, BUT THE EVIDENCE POINTS TO THE 
BASQUE TERRORIST ETA. THE DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT 
JUST A LITTLE MORE THAN TWO WEEKS AGO, THE ETA POL/MIL 
WING ANNOUNCED FROM SOTHERN FRANCE THAT IT WAS 
SEPARATING ITS PURELY POLITICAL ENDEAVORS FROM ITS 
EFFORTS AT "ARMED STRUGGLE" (MADRID 7383). ARALUCE 

WAS BASQUE "TRADITIONALIST" (FRANCO SUPPORTERS) WITH CLOSE 
TIES TO THE FINANCIALLY POWERFUL ORIOLS FAMILY, THOUGH IT WAS 
SUGGESTED THAT HE COULD BE PERSUADED TO DO THE KING'S BIDDING 
IN THE COUNCIL. 

3. AMCONSUL BILBAO REPORTS THAT ARALUCE VILLAR HAD 
RECEIVED A NUMBER OF THREATS EARLIER, AND IT IS ASSUEMED 
IN THE BASQUE REGION THAT THE KILLERS WERE FROM THE ETA. 

EATON 
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